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One of the great drives of modern man is to become self-contained, to
become completely independent. We are constantly admonished to develop
ourselves, to pursue happiness, to not let anyone or anything get in
weave al AT
our way. The highest state is to need no one and nothing. Roaming
free with no ties to anybody or anything, going where you want when you
want is something to strive for. This idea has deep intellectual roots
going back to the Greek philosophers who say that to intellectually
contemplate the world needing no one or nothing is the highest ideal
man can attain. The self-contained man is lauded. This attitude, of
course, leads to many perversions, hatred of women, for example, because
they represent a continuing need, and the suppression of all sentiment

to the demands of momentary desires and the intellectual will. Judaism

negates this philosophy 100%.
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Rosh Hashonna is known as Yom Haras Olom which literally means "the day
when the world was pregnant", and one of the major symbols of Rosh
Hashonna is that of the weeping woman crying to have children. Sarah,
Rachel, and Chana prayed for children on Rosh Hashonna. They had all
been barren but they each bore a child after their prayers were answered
on Rosh Hashonna. On Rosh Hashonna and Yom Kippur we pray for a Chayim

Tovim, for a "good life". To Judaism what constitutes a good life is

not a life of prosperity or a life of physical or intellectual achievement

alone. The good life is a life in which a person knows that he or she

is needed.

Why did Sarah, Rachel, and Chana feel so terrible about being barren?
They felt bad because they knew they would never feel the Chayim Tova
fully, that they could never fully develop themselves unless they had a
baby who needed them and for whom they could fulfill all its basic need
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Unfortunately, many people do not realize this today. They do not realize
that the Chayim Tovim is the type of life which brings happiness, not

the life of roaming free. We cannot shirk responsibilities or relation-
ships which many times may seem arduous and restrictive and still lead
the Chayim Tovim. We may accomplish much, we may learn much, and we

may even materially prosper but we will not lead the Chayim Tovim,

the good life, unless we feel that we are needed either by our children,
our spouses, our parents, our relatives, our friends, our community,

or our colleagues. Without a feeling of being needed life becomes almost
unbearable and loses all meaning. Skills are almost useless unless there
is someone you can and want to use them for. It is the building of
relationships which allow a person to realize meaning and holiness in

life.

On Rosh Hashonna we all instinctively know this. On this holiday which
is so very personal on which we examine all our faults and look into

the inner recesses of our being, we come to the Synagogue. We all
instinctively know that we cannot find ourselves, that we cannot even
discover who we are by being alone. We must come to the Synagogue and
be with others to find ourself. In order to know that we count, that

we have potential, we must be with people. This‘is the birthday of

the world, Yom Haras Olom, the day the world is pregnant, pregnant with
potential. We all know that we have this potential, too, to perfect the
world and ourselves, but we must come to the Synagogue to confirm this

and to assure ourselves that we are still needed.

We also know that we have to listen to the call of the Shofar, to the cry
of things outside us if we are to be needed. We cannot hope to find
ourselves unless we learn to listen to the cries of the world about us

and to relate to them. When a baby is born it is born with basic needs.
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When it lets out a cry we must feed it or change it or move it. The

baby allows us to grow. It basically contributes nothing to the world
right then except that it allows us to respond to its needs and, thus,
allows us to grow in love and compassion in the Chayim Tovim. As the
baby matures, it learns how to walk, to talk, and to take care of itself
by imitating others. It then learns how to relate to others, how to
listen to others' cries and how to differentiate between them, how to
respond to them. It grows mentally and physically when it learns how to

respond to things outside itself. The very process of maturity is

learning how to respond to others.

On Rosh Hashonna the calls of the Shofar summon us to listen to the cries
of others. The first Tekiah stands for personal achievement. But it

is not enough. 1In order to get to the Tekiah Gedolah, the truly
fulfilling life, we must go through the Shevoreem and Teruah which stand
for the inevitable frustrations, disappointments, restrictions, and
excruciating effort which is necessary to make any relationship work

but which in the end makes everything worthwhile. Rosh Hashonna bids

us to find ourselves. It tells us we can. Each of us must display
courage. It is not by roaming free that we get: the Chayim Tovim. It is
by knowing that we are needed and that we count and can be counted on.
On behalf of my wife, Juliette, and our family and United Orthodox
Synagogues, I wish you all a Kesiva V'chatima Tova, a Healthy, Happy.

Prosperous, and Fulfilling New Year, a Chayim Tovim. May Israel and

the world all know peace.




